
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alaska Association of Student Governments  
Resolution # 9  

Allowing Headwear at Highland Academy  
Submitted by: Highland Academy  

October 26, 2021 
 

Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that: 
 

1. Whereas, headwear includes hats and hoods; 

 
2. Whereas, the term “inappropriate attire” is ambiguous in regard to headwear 

in the ASD Middle School 2 and High School Handbooks; 1 

 
3. Whereas, the prohibition of headwear is not currently in the Highland 

Academy student handbook;3 

 
4. Whereas, other ASD elementary, middle, and high schools (including but 

not limited to Service, Polaris, StREaM, and Bartlett 4 ) allow headwear; 

 
5. Whereas, students can easily be identified by other clothing and mannerisms, 

especially given the small population of our school; 

 
6. Whereas, during past spirit weeks, when headwear was allowed, there was rarely 

an issue; 



7. Whereas, if the headwear becomes a distraction, a teacher can ask the student 

to remove it or can confiscate it; 

 
8. Whereas, rules are not enforced uniformly. For example, “good” students are 

not asked to take off their hats/hoods while “bad” students are; 
 

9. Whereas, if a student wears a hat that promotes a political belief not supported by 

the Highland staff, that student is more likely to be asked to remove it; 
 

10. Whereas, headwear is beneficial in colder weather conditions; 

 
11. Whereas, headwear can make the wearer feel more comfortable and boosts 

morale;7 

 
12. Whereas, headwear can help certain individuals cope with sensory issues,9 

 
13. Whereas, a number of students in our school already have a headwear 

exception due to anxiety or sensory issues, and this benefit should be available 

to all students; 

14. Whereas, headwear can help students with anxiety feel more safe and less 

agitated;8 

 
15. Whereas, headwear is used as a means of self-expression and self-identity;5 

 
16. Whereas, according to Bob Levey of the Washington Post, disallowing hats in 

schools “embitter[s] the child and poison[s] the atmosphere;” 6 

 
17. Whereas, headwear can help a student cover up a bad hair day, a bad haircut, 

or hygiene issues due to neglect; 

 
18. Whereas, this is the third time we will be submitting a resolution about this issue 

 

because it is important to our student population; 

 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments supports 

a change in the rule to allow students to wear headwear during school hours. 



Action Statement: if passed by the General Assembly of AASG, will be sent to Principal Ms. 
 
Amelia Johnson and Assistant Principal Ms. Nicole Crosby of Highland Academy. 
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