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Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that:

1. Whereas, voter turnout in America, while on the increase, still lags far behind
other countries1,2;

2. Whereas, this trend is worsened in local elections, where voting rates fall far
lower than even federal and state elections3, 4, 5;

3. Whereas, in the most recent election held in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough,
only a total of 40.58% of registered voters cast a vote6;

4. Whereas, in the most recent special election held in the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, a record low turnout of 10% of registered voters cast a vote7, 8;

5. Whereas, high voter turnout is the key to a successful democracy9, 10;
6. Whereas, voting in one election increases one's chance to vote in another by

13%11;
7. Whereas, the influence of past voting, or forming a voting “habit”, exceeds the

effects of both age and education when it comes to the likelihood of future
voting12;

8. Whereas, half of the polling locations installed in the city of Wasilla are found in
schools13;

9. Whereas, polling locations in schools provide students with an opportunity to
vote for the first time in a structured, familiar environment they already visit
daily;

10. Whereas, 16-to 17-year-old high school students have access to resources, in the
form of civics classes and social studies teachers, that can help alleviate the
confusion and difficulties of first time voting;

11. Whereas, research shows 16-year-old voters are just as politically interested and
willing to participate in politics as 18-year-old voters14;



12. Whereas, research shows 16-year-old voters are not inferior in their ability to
make quality voting choices, nor inferior in their political knowledge14;

13. Whereas, cold cognition, or the ability to make logical and informed decisions
not influenced by emotion, is fully developed by the age of 16-years-old15;

14. Whereas, at the age of 16, youth can be taxed, work a job, drive a car, and
shoulder the responsibilities of a civilian and voting adult;

15. Whereas, decisions made by their school district have a major impact on a
student’s education and quality of life;

16. Whereas, as the largest stakeholders in their education, it is fair to reason students
should get a say in who maintains their schooling and curriculum;

17. Whereas, four cities in Maryland and two cities in California have lowered their
voting ages to 16 for either local or school board elections16.

18. Whereas, many other countries, such as Austria and Argentina, have voting ages
set to 16 in all elections16.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments supports the
lowering of the minimum voting age to 16 years of age in Matanuska-Susitna Borough local
elections.

Action Statement: If passed by the General Assembly of AASG, this resolution will be
presented to the current members of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly.
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