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Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that:

1.

Whereas, choir programs at schools in Anchorage, have historically provided valuable
educational and developmental benefits to students, contributing to their academic
success and personal growth;*

Whereas, the Anchorage School District (ASD) is facing significant financial challenges,
leading to proposed cuts in various programs, including choir, as part of an effort to
address a projected budget shortfall of over $100 million;*’

Whereas, studies have shown that participation in music programs like choir leads to
increased academic achievement, improved cognitive abilities, and better emotional
well-being for students, particularly in areas such as language skills and mathematics;'
Whereas, choir programs are accessible to a wide range of students, regardless of
socioeconomic status, and offer a low-cost alternative for students who may not have
access to private music lessons or instruments®;

Whereas, the loss of choir programs would disproportionately affect students who
depend on school-based arts programs for exposure to creative outlets, teamwork, and
cultural enrichment;

Whereas, the Anchorage School Board has indicated that if state education funding is
increased, programs like choir could potentially be reinstated;>®

Whereas, each period of choir can fit a large amount of students without issue, helping to
decrease the Pupil Teacher Ratio for other classes;?



Therefore, be it resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that AASG
supports the restoration of choir programs in Anchorage schools, recognizing their significant
impact on student development and the overall educational experience;

Action Statement: If passed by the general assembly of AASG, this resolution will be submitted
to the Anchorage School District Board and local government officials to advocate for the

reinstatement of choir programs.

I.
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Resolution passes with unanimous consent

Passed by the Spring 2025 General Assembly of AASG hosted by Sitka High School and Mt
Edgecumbe High School
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