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Be it Resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments

1.

Whereas, the annual fee for the H-1B visa switched from $5,000 per person to $100,000
in September 2025 under Proclamation 10973 issued by the Trump administration;’
Whereas, on September 19, 2025, Proclamation 10973 was issued, restricting the entry
of certain nonimmigrant workers;

Whereas, in March 2026, Lisa Murkowski introduced Senate Bill 4087, which seeks to
amend Presidential Proclamation 10973 to exempt teachers and other employees hired by
public schools or public school districts from this heightened fee;*

Whereas, H-1B visas are generally granted for up to 6 years in 3-year increments;®
Whereas, J-1 visas are the most common alternative to H-1B visas;®

Whereas, J-1 visas are less common in school district hiring as they grant less time in the
United States. They are valid for three years, with the possibility of extending for one or
two years; °

Whereas, with the shorter validity time, J-1 visas now require certain access to medical

care, banking, and transportation, which is hard to get in rural Alaskan communities;?



8. Whereas, currently, there are over 900 teacher and staff openings on the job board in
Alaska;?

9. Whereas, there are currently close to 600 international teachers working in Alaska, with
341 using H-1B visas;?

10. Whereas, foreign educators make up over half the staff in some rural districts;?

11. Whereas, there were 345 certified teacher openings on the first day of school this year;'

12. Whereas, rural districts may be hit the hardest with the visa changes;'

Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments supports SB

4087.

Action Statement: If passed by the general assembly of AASG, this resolution will be sent to
Senator Murkowski, Dan Sullivan, and Nick Begich.

The resolution passes with unanimous consent.

AASG Vice President, Lina Hischer

AASG Executive Director, Kassandra Mirosh
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