AASG *
oo S TSI "

GOVERNMENTS

A
L\"‘

Alaska Association of Student Governments
Resolution #6
AASG Supporting Student Rights

Submitted by: Kylie Orlando (Sitka High School Student Council)
April 19, 2024

Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that: AASG will
support student rights by showing opposition to the implementation of house bill 382, due to its
unethical and discriminatory nature

1.

N

Whereas, Sitka High brought a resolution to the 2023 Spring Conference, addressing
this same issue (HB 105) . While that bill did not pass, more bills of a similar nature
keep coming up. Sitka High School Student Council believes that we need to work as
a collective state to stop legislators from attempting to strip students of their rights;
Whereas, HB 382, akin to HB 105, threatens to harm transgender youth, potentially
exposing them to discrimination and erasure;"

Whereas, HB 382 is "An Act relating to education; relating to the rights of the
parents of public school students; relating to the rights of public school teachers;
relating to the records of public school students; and providing for an effective
date;"!*

Whereas, The bill imposes obligations on schools to inform parents about changes
related to a child's gender identity, including alterations to gender markers, pronouns,
preferred names, and accommodations, potentially jeopardizing the privacy and
safety of transgender students;"

Whereas, HB 382 threatens the constitutional right to privacy of students by
mandating disclosure of sensitive information to parents and enforcing restrictive
policies on restroom and locker room usage based on biological sex, potentially
creating unsafe environments for gender-diverse students;'

Whereas, students constitutional right to privacy would be taken away from them;
Whereas, All youth deserve to feel safe at school with adults they trust;

Whereas, educators must choose between forcibly outing a student’s gender identity/
sexuality to their parents or facing legal consequences;’
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Whereas, Sitka High Student Council believes that requiring teachers to forcibly out
students to their parents regarding matters of pronoun use and gender identity could
lead to disastrous consequences, as transgender youth have significantly higher
chances of family rejection and suicide;

Whereas, House Bill 382 requires parental permission for any educational content
involving gender identity, human reproduction, or sexual matters, potentially
impacting programs like Bree’s Law, which educates on sexual abuse and teen dating
violence prevention; '

Whereas, Bree’s Law has proven effective in reducing teen dating violence, but HB
382's requirements may obstruct access to such vital education if parents opt out,
posing a potential barrier to life-saving information; '

Whereas, if this bill passes it will be enacted immediately after being signed;'
Whereas, Governor Dunleavy announced Carpenter’s House Bill 382, which, on the
surface, is “intended to expand parental rights in education. But what it does is strip
schools of their ability to educate, affirm, and protect transgender and gender
non-conforming youth who cannot safely share their identity with their families;”
Whereas, Sitka High School Student Council believes that we must support student
rights and safety;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments does not
support HB 382

Action Statement: If passed by the General Assembly of AASG, this resolution will be brought
before the House Education Committee and the Senate Education Committee for their
consideration.
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