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Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments, that AASG supports
stricter regulations in regards to trawling

1. Whereas, bottom trawling is a type of fishing where huge nets are dragged for miles
along the seafloor;1

2. Whereas, pelagic trawling (in the middle of the water column) is mainly used in
pollock fisheries;2

3. Whereas, Alaska contains more than 70% of the United States’ continental shelf, and
nearly 150 species of corals and over 200 species of sponges are found in Alaska’s
waters;3

4. Whereas, sponges in Alaska’s waters are immediately displaced when trawling;4

5. Whereas, deep-sea corals extend as far north as the Bering Sea and grow very
slowly;5

6. Whereas, these corals provide habitats for sea stars and a place for cat sharks to lay
eggs;5

7. Whereas, in the last decade bycatch records show trawling fleets in the Bering Sea
and Gulf of Alaska have caught, destroyed, and thrown away around 141 million
pounds of salmon, halibut, crab, sablefish, and various other species annually;7

8. Whereas, sea turtles may be injured or drowned when caught as bycatch in a trawling
net;7

9. Whereas, turtle excluder devices (TEDs) are only required when trawling for shrimp
and summer flounder, despite Pollock being Alaska’s main trawling export;7,8,9

10.Whereas, representative Mary Peltola introduced the bill H.R.8507, or the Bottom
Trawl Clarity Act of 2024, in May 2024;10

11. Whereas, the bill’s goal is “To provide for the designation of areas within which
fishing activities using bottom trawls may be carried out.”;10,11

12.Whereas, to date H.R.8507 hasn’t passed the House;10



13.Whereas, public comment periods on the bill will be held after the enactment of the
Act and before Bottom Trawl Zones are designated;11

Therefore, be it resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments, that AASG
supports stricter regulations in regards to trawling.
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