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Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments that:           

1. Whereas, to satisfy the heating requirements for the high school, pool, Borough 
Administration Building, library, and vocational education building in Haines, AK, the 
current oil heating system releases 898,240 lbs of CO2 per year;1, 2 
 

2. Whereas, through sustainable forestry techniques, forest biomass is carbon neutral to the 
extent that the carbon released by burning biomass is sequestered in the next generation 
of trees. Fossil fuels, a nonrenewable resource, consistently adds carbon to the 
atmosphere;3 
 

3. Whereas, biomass would cost $49,537 less yearly than the equivalent amount of heating 
oil at the current price, after initial construction costs;4,2 
 

4. Whereas, the maximum sustainable harvest of the Haines State Forest is 300 acres per 
year. Currently 16%, or 48 acres, is harvested per year. Only 10 acres, or a 3% increase, 
would be needed to accommodate a biomass facility;2 
 

5. Whereas, with $1 million in grant funding already secured and $1.7 million in additional 
funding required, the accelerated payback period would last 20 years;4 
 

6. Whereas, from 2010 - 2014 the city of Craig, Alaska saved $369,795 by heating the 
aquatic center, elementary school, and middle school with biomass;5 
 



7. Whereas, a dependency in fossil fuels subjects a community to the possibility of a  
catastrophic impact in local economies with the fluctuation in prices;2 

8. Whereas, the boiler selected in this design can burn chips efficentially at a 50% moisture 
content. Wood from the Haines State Forest that is proposed for use in the boiler has a 
moisture content of 44.13%;4,6 
 

9. Whereas, the total amount of greenhouse gas absorbed by a sustainably harvested forest 
is greater than that of a forest that is not harvested, such as a national park;7 
 

10. Whereas, the projected wood source for the boiler is low value timber such as 
cottonwood and hemlock. Harvesting these low value trees will have little impact on the 
market of high value timber used commercially;2 
 

11. Whereas, feasibility studies and a final design package have already been submitted to 
the Haines Borough by Wisewood Energy;4 

 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments supports the 
Haines Borough transitioning from heating oil to biomass heating for the Haines school, pool, 
Borough Administration Building, library, and vocational education building, using the final 
design package submitted by Wisewood. 
 
Action Statement: If passed by the General Assembly of AASG, this resolution will be 
presented before the Haines Borough Assembly and the borough manager.  
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