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Be it Resolved by the Alaska Association of Student Governments: 
 

1. Whereas, Alaska has three of the five most diverse high schools in the United 
States;1 

  
2. Whereas, Traditional Objects of Regalia (TOR) can be defined as items of 

clothing or accessories that are of meaningful cultural significance to students and 
serve to enrich the celebration of their graduation ceremonies; 

 
3. Whereas, examples of TOR may include bracelets, necklaces, feathers, anklets, 

and footwear; 
 

4. Whereas, there is currently no comprehensive statewide policy in Alaska stating 
that students can or cannot wear TOR, however, students have still been denied 
the right, or had to undergo convoluted processes to exercise that right;2 

 
5. Whereas, many family members travel great distances to attend graduation 

ceremonies and their experiences would be enriched by the presence of TOR; 
 

6. Whereas, wearing TOR is a positive way for students to publicly celebrate their 
heritage and show appreciation of their cultural background; 

 



7. Whereas, letters of approval would have to be signed by parents/guardians to 
ensure TOR are accurately representative of the students’ identified cultural 
heritage; 

 
8. Whereas, TOR would require preapproval from the administration of the 

students' schools; 
 

9. Whereas,  students would still be required to wear the original school designated 
cap and gown; 

 
10. Whereas, students would display their TOR over the cap and gown; 

 
11. Whereas, large hats and headdresses may not be worn to replace graduation caps; 

 
12. Whereas, cultural accessories may be attached to the graduation cap; 

 
13. Whereas, students would not be required to wear TOR if they choose not to; 

 
14. Whereas, beginning with the 2019 Graduation Ceremonies, the Anchorage 

School District has permitted graduating students to wear TOR consistent with 
provided guidelines and prior notification/approval;3 

 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Alaska Association of Student Governments supports that 
graduating students of Alaska schools shall be permitted to supplement their school’s required 
cap and gown attire with traditional objects of regalia at graduation ceremonies upon school 
administrative approval and parental verification. 
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